St. Mary’s National School , Enfield
Acceptable Use Policy 

The Internet 

Statement of Intent:
The school believes that the benefits of Internet access far outweigh the risks and that the key to safe Internet usage is based on education and example. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that those using electronic resources at our school will do so with respect for the public trust and in accordance with our school's educational goals and any regulations that have been/will be established by state agencies. It is further understood that the transmission of material in violation of any state regulation is prohibited. This prohibition extends to, but is not limited to, copyrighted material, threatening, obscene, or any unlawful material and material protected by other legal means.

The Internet Use:
The Internet provides access to computer information resources. The Internet is similar to books, videos and other information sources. Pupils use the Internet as they would any other educational resource. They ask questions of and consult with experts, communicate with others, and locate information. To minimize the risk to children, the Department of Education and Science has provided a centralized filtering system, control firewall system and a website blocking system designed to lock out inappropriate material and viruses. Children should be informed that their on-line activities will be monitored and that they are accountable for their behavior. The school cannot be held responsible for pupils’ access of unsuitable websites however every reasonable precaution has and will be taken by the school to provide for on-line safety. Teachers or school staff may not use the internet at the school for personal use during working hours.
Children’s Rules for Online Safety
1. The children will not give out personal information (address, telephone number, photograph, etc) without parents’ or teachers’ permission.
2. The children will notify their parents/teachers immediately if they access information/messages that makes them or others feel uncomfortable.
3. The children will not disclose their internet password to anyone outside the school.

4. The children will strive to become a good online citizen and not do anything that hurts other people or is against the law

5. Children will discuss and continue to explore the above rules in relation to online usage in their own homes accordingly.

· Teachers and/or principal/board of management will determine what appropriate material and appropriate use is.

· Pupils and parents will not hold the teacher, school or Board of Management liable for any materials retrieved from the Internet.

· The school may modify the policy in the future.
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Permission for Use of Internet (Detach and return to school)
As the parent or legal guardian of _______________________________________, I have read the Acceptable Use Policy for the Internet including the Children’s Rules for Online Safety and grant permission for my son/daughter to access the internet. I understand that internet access is designed for educational purposes and will be used by the school for this reason.
Please indicate your choice for the use of photographs on the school website if one is developed in the future and sign below.
The child should also sign to indicate that they will keep the school rules relating to the use of the Internet.
⁭  I do give permission for my child to be photographed and displayed on the school website (name or any other personal information will not be included for any reason).

or
⁭ I do not give permission for my child to be photographed and displayed on the school website (name or any other personal information will not be included for any reason).
Signature of child: ________________________________________

Signature of parent / guardian ______________________________                  Date: _________________












